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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hackbarth (U.S. 
2002/0143877). 

As per claim 1, Hackbarth teaches a method of configuring computer-based 
communications, said method comprising: obtaining respective user identifiers appropriate to 
identify a user of a computer to each of multiple communications applications accessible with 
the computer (paragraph 0053); and providing on a display screen of the computer a graphical 
user interface associated with said computer-based communication, wherein the graphical user 
interface includes representations of said multiple communications applications (0052). 

As per claim 2, Hackbarth teaches the method as recited in claim 1, further comprising, in 
response to user selection of a first one of the communication applications, connecting the user to 
the application to establish a first session, wherein the connecting includes providing a 
corresponding previously-obtained user identifier to the application (0044). 
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As per claim 3, Hackbarth teaches the method as recited in claim 1, wherein said 
obtaining user identifiers comprises receiving entry of the identifiers from the user (0044). 

As per claim 4, Hackbarth teaches the method as received in claim 1, wherein said 
obtaining user identifiers comprises accessing previously-stored user identifiers (0150-0159). 

As per claim 5, Hackbarth teaches the method as recited in claim 1, further comprising 
obtaining respective passwords appropriate to allow access of the user to each of the multiple 
communications applications (0065-0069). 

As per claim 6, Hackbarth teaches the method as recited in claim 5, wherein said 
obtaining passwords comprises accessing passwords previously stored on the computer (0146). 

As per claim 7, Hackbarth teaches the method as recited in claim 1, further comprising 
communicating the user identifiers to an additional computer (0150-0159). 

As per claim 8, Hackbarth teaches the method as recited in claim 1, further comprising 
forming a programming object or class including the obtained user identifiers (0150-0159) 

As per claim 9, Hackbarth teaches the method as recited in claim 1, wherein the multiple 
communications applications include an application selected from the group consisting of: 
electronic mail application, instant messaging application, and internet chat application 
(Abstract). 

As per claim 10, Hackbarth teaches the method as recited in claim 1, wherein said 
providing a graphical user interface comprises providing a window indicating a status of each of 
the multiple communications applications (0044). 

As per claim 11, Hackbarth teaches the method as recited in claim 1, wherein said 
representations of multiple communications applications comprise respective icons (Figure 9), 
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As per claim 12, Hackbarth teaches the method as recited in claim 2, further comprising, 
upon receiving instructions from the user, joining the first session to a second session established 
by connection of the user to a second one of the communications applications (0201-0203). 

As per claim 13, Hackbarth teaches the method as recited in claim 12, wherein said 
joining comprises immediately transferring messages received in the first session to the second 
session (0201-0203). 

As per claim 14, Hackbarth teaches the method as recited in claim 13, wherein said 
joining further comprises immediately transferring messages received in the second session to 
the first session (0201-0203). 

As per claim 15, Hackbarth teaches the method as recited in claim 1, further comprising: 
identifying all of the communications applications accessible with the computer; and 
determining a status of each of the identified communications applications (0201-0203). 

As per claim 16, Hackbarth teaches the method as recited in claim 15, wherein said 
identifying and determining comprise determining a status of each communications port within 
the computer (0044). 

As per claim 17, Hackbarth teaches a computer system, comprising: a display screen 
(0054); means for obtaining respective user identifiers effective to identify a user of the 
computer system to each of multiple communications applications accessible with the computer 
system (0150-0159); and means for providing on the display screen a graphical user interface 
associated with computer-based communication, wherein the graphical user interface includes 
representations of the multiple communications applications (0150-0159). 
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As per claim 18, Hackbarth teaches the system as recited in claim 17, wherein said means 
for obtaining and means for providing comprise a communications aggregation program stored 
on a storage medium accessible by the computer system (0201-0203). 

As per claim 19, Hackbarth teaches the system as recited in claim 18, wherein the 
communications aggregation program is adapted to access a data structure including the user 
identifiers (0201-0203). 

As per claim 20, Hackbarth teaches the system as recited in claim 19, wherein the data 
structure comprises an object or class in an object-based programming approach (0201-0203). 

As per claim 21, Hackbarth teaches the system as recited in claim 18, further comprising 
application programs stored on the storage medium, wherein the application programs 
correspond to the multiple communications applications (0201-0203). 

As per claim 22, Hackbarth teaches the system as recited in claim 21, wherein the 
application programs are adapted to receive corresponding user identifiers from the 
communications aggregation program (0150-0159). 

As per claim 23, Hackbarth teaches the system as recited in claim 22, wherein the 
communications aggregation program and the application programs adhere to a common 
application programming interface (0201-0203). 

As per claim 24, Hackbarth teaches the system as recited in claim 17, further comprising 
means for identifying all communications applications accessible with the computer, and for 
determining a status of each of the identified communications applications (0044). 

As per claim 25, Hackbarth teaches a computer-usable medium, comprising: first 
program instructions executable on a computer for obtaining respective user identifiers effective 
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to identify a user of a computer to each of multiple communications applications accessible with 
the computer (0150-0159); and second program instructions executable on the computer for 
providing on a display screen of the computer a graphical user interface associated with said 
computer-based communication, wherein the graphical user interface includes representations of 
said multiple communications applications (0150-0159, 0201-0203). 

As per claim 26, Hackbarth teaches the carrier medium as recited in claim 25, wherein 
the first and second program instructions are within a communications aggregation program 
stored on the carrier medium (0201-0203). 

As per claim 27, Hackbarth teaches the carrier medium as recited in claim 25, wherein 
the first program instructions are further executable to obtain the user identifiers by accessing a 
data structure (0150-0159). 

As per claim 28, Hackbarth teaches the carrier medium as recited in claim 27, further 
comprising the data structure (0150-0159), 

As per claim 29, Hackbarth teaches a computer-usable carrier medium, comparing a data 
structure storing a set of user identifiers effective to identify a user of a computer to each of 
multiple communications applications accessible with the computer (0150-0159). 

As per claim 30, Hackbarth teaches the carrier medium as recited in claim 29, wherein 
the data structure comprises an object or class in an object-based programming approach (0131). 

As per claim 31, Hackbarth teaches the carrier medium as recited in claim 29, wherein 
the data structure further stores passwords corresponding to one or more of the user identifiers 
(0146). 
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As per claim 32, Hackbarth teaches the carrier medium as recited in claim 29, wherein 
the data structure further stores a name referring to the user identified by the user identifiers 
(0150-0159). 

As per claim 33, Hackbarth teaches the carrier medium as recited in claim 32, wherein 
the name further identifies an object or class in an object-based programming approach (0150- 
0159). 

As per claim 34, Hackbarth teaches a computer-usable carrier medium, comprising first 
program instructions executable on a computer system to implement a first communications 
application for the computer system, wherein the first program instructions are adapted to 
receive, from a communications aggregation program running on the computer system, a first 
user identifier identifying a user of the computer system to the first communications application 
(0150-0159). 

As per claim 35, Hackbarth teaches the carrier medium as recited in claim 34, further 
comprising a second program instructions executable on the computer system to implement a 
second communications application for the computer system, wherein the second program 
instructions are adapted to receive from the communications aggregation program a second user 
identifier identifying a user of the computer system to the second communications application 
(0201-0203). 

As per claim 36, Hackbarth teaches the carrier medium as recited in claim 35, wherein 
the first and second communications applications and the communications aggregation program 
adhere to a common application programming interface (0150-0159). 
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As per claim 37, Hackbarth teaches the carrier medium as recited in claim 34, wherein 
the first program instructions comprise a wrapper or shell program enabling a third party 
communications application program to interact with the communications aggregation program 
(0201-0203). 

As per claim 38, Hackbarth teaches a method of configuring computer-based 
communication, said method comprising: obtaining respective user identifiers appropriate to 
identify a user of a computer to each of multiple communications applications accessible with 
the computer (0053); providing on a display screen of the computer a graphical user interface 
associated with said computer-based communication, wherein the graphical user interface 
includes representations of said multiple communications applications (0052); storing the 
obtained user identifiers in a data structure (0053); and communicating the user identifiers to an 
additional computer (0 150-01 59). 

As per claim 39, Hackbarth teaches the method as recited in claim 38, wherein said 
storing comprises forming a programming object of class including the obtained user identifiers 
(0150-0159). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tanim Hossain whose telephone number is 571/272-3881. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Valencia Martin- Wallace can be reached on 571/272-6159. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Tanim Hossain 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2145 
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